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2022 Oregon Elections

By Thursday Bram

he 2022 election season is in

full swing. Candidates are

gearing up for the primary in
May. Many are running on issues
that affect the Eliot neighborhood, so
make time to attend campaign events
and learn about your options. You
may also want to check that you’re
registered to vote on the Oregon Sec-
retary of State’s website, and that
your address is listed correctly. The
deadline for updating your voter reg-
istration or changing your party is
April 26. Ballots will be mailed out
on April 27 and must be returned by
May 17. In the meanwhile, here’s a
brief overview of what will likely be
on the May ballot.

Due to changes in Oregon’s popula-
tion as recorded in the 2020 census,
the Oregon legislature has developed
new maps for our congressional,
state house, and state senate districts.
While the borders of the districts that
include Eliot shifted, we’re still in
the same districts. The state of Ore-
gon as a whole, however, has an en-
tirely new congressional district: the
6th District includes Polk and Yam-
hill Counties, as well as chunks of
Marion, Washington, and Clackamas
Counties.

State-Level Elections

Governor Kate Brown is term-
limited and several candidates have
already declared their interest in the
job. Candidates affiliated with the
Democratic and Republican parties
will participate in the May primary
to determine who will be on the No-
vember ballot. Independent candi-
dates must gather around 23,750 sig-
natures to be on the November bal-
lot, but get to skip the primary pro-
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cess. The state of Oregon hasn’t
elected an independent governor
since 1931, but with party politics
becoming ever more virulent, inde-
pendent candidates may have an un-
usual edge during this election cycle.

The gubernatorial race is already
shaping up to break new financial
records. During the 2018 race be-
tween Kate Brown and Knute Bueh-
ler, spending hit an all-time high of
more than $37 million. But by mid-
December 2021, candidates for this
year’s race already reported over $5
million in donations. At that time,
the top fundraisers were:

1 Betsy Johnson (Independent)
2 Nicholas Kristof (Democrat)
3 Bud Pierce (Republican)

4 Tina Kotek (Democrat)

Another state office up for grabs this
year is that of the Commissioner of
the Bureau of Labor and Industry
(BOLI). The non partisan office is
responsible for enforcing state laws
related to employment and housing,
as well as administering licensing
required by professional services.
The current commissioner, Val
Hoyle, is running for the state legis-
lature.

U.S. Senator Ron Wyden is up for
reelection. We send senators to
Washington, D.C. for terms lasting
six years, off-setting these races
slightly from the more typical two
and four-year terms of most Oregon
elected offices. Similarly to the gov-
ernorship, Democrats and Republi-
cans will narrow down the field to

(See ELECTIONS, page 3)

Boise Eliot Native Grove Update

By Andrine de la Roche and Howard Patterson

oise Eliot Native Grove is
B excited to announce that we
have received a small grant
from the Portland Parks Foundation!

Here's what they said to us in the
announcement letter: "It's been in-
credible to learn how you're con-
necting with the surrounding com-
munity, engaging them in your de-
sign process, and thinking outside

the box at all times. You are a won-
derful model of how to bring nature
to urban spaces."

We have plans to use the grant fund-
ing to bring a special event to the
Grove in April 2022. We're partner-
ing with Prismagic to bring you
Earth Day Circus in the Grove! The
event will feature aerial arts, magic,

(See NATIVE GROVE, page 7)

The Debate Over Critical Race Theory

By Elliott Armstrong

t the start of the Civil War, 4.5

million Black slaves were

among a total of 31 million
immigrants, their descendants, and
Native Americans. Ultimately, at the
end of the war, Abraham Lincoln de-
clared victory. The Emancipation
Proclamation granted freedom to most
of whose backs had been building this
country for over two hundred years.
But how does that apply to Oregon
and our own Eliot neighborhood?

From its very beginning, Oregon was
an inhospitable place for Black people.
In 1844, Oregon passed a law banning
slavery, but required Black people in
Oregon to leave. Any Black person
remaining would be flogged publicly
every six months until they left. Five
years later, another law was passed
that forbade free Black Americans
from entering Oregon.

In 1857, Oregon adopted a state con-
stitution law that banned Black people
from coming to the state, residing in
the state, or holding property in the
state. During this time, any white male
settler could receive 650 acres of land
and another 650 if he was married.
This was land taken from Indigenous
people who had been living here for
centuries.

Bernice King, daughter of Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. holds America accounta-
ble for freeing Black slaves in 1863,
then giving them no land or resources
to get started on, all while giving land
to white settlers. “When white Ameri-
cans tell the Negro to lift himself by
his own bootstraps, they don’t look
over the legacy of slavery and segrega-
tion,” she says.

When the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and
Fifteenth amendments passed, Ore-
gon’s laws prevented Black people
from living in the state or owning
property. Oregon itself didn’t ratify the
Fourteenth Amendment, the Equal
Protection Clause, until 1973. It didn’t
ratify the Fifteenth Amendment, which
gave Black people the right to vote,
until 1959, making it one of only six
states that refused to ratify that amend-
ment.

The rise of the Ku Klux Klan made
Oregon an unsafe space for Black peo-
ple. The state had the highest per-
capita Klan membership in the country
in the early 1920’s. Democrat Walter
M. Pierce was elected Governor in
1922 with the vocal support of the
Klan. Photos in the local paper show
the Portland chief of police, sheriff,
district attorney, U.S. attorney, and
mayor posing with Klansmen. Some of
the laws passed during that time in-
cluded literacy tests for anyone who
wanted to vote yet Black Americans
had been prevented from learning to
read and write for hundreds of years.

Karen Gibson’s Bleeding Albina: A
History of Community Disinvestment,
1940-2000 is a detailed study on Port-
land and the changes in its Black com-
munity, first during World War II,
then with construction of projects, in-
cluding Memorial Coliseum as well as
I-5 and its destruction of predominant-
ly Black owned homes, businesses,
and communities. The study analyzed
segregation and neighborhood disin-
vestment over a 60-year period.

During World War II, port cities in-
cluding Los Angeles, San Francisco,
and Portland saw tremendous growth
in Black American migration in the
shipyards. Vanport, a racially segre-
gated wartime housing development in
between Portland and Vancouver, was
once Oregon’s second largest city.
After the war, Vanport saw white resi-
dents filter out of it, and its concentra-
tions of Black Americans stay who
were unable to purchase homes or rent
in most parts of Portland. Thousands
were forced to rebuild when a dike
holding back water from the Colombia
river broke causing a catastrophic
flood in 1948. Vanport was built in
110 days on a flood plain, and not in-
tended as a permanent city.

Said Home Forward’s Michael Buono-
core on the disinvestment of Vanport
before the flood, “By 1948 we had
allowed Vanport to fall into disrepair.
It was considered an eyesore and a
slum. Black people weren’t the only

(See Debate, page 4)



Eliot Neighborhood Association

The Eliot Neighborhood Association represents a geographic area of the city.
We want everyone to feel welcome on the streets, parks, schools, homes and
businesses in Eliot. That includes those that live in the area now, those that
have been displaced from the area and those that are merely visiting.

The Eliot Neighborhood Association is a 501 (CF nonprofit organization whose members
are the residents and business owners of the Eliot Neighborhood. Its purpose is to inform
Eliot residents about issues affecting the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters
and other activities. Members of the neighborhood association must be over 14 years old
and live, own property, have a business, or represent a nonprofit within the
neighborhood. The Eliot Neighborhood Association was founded in 1969. It is recognized
by the City of Portland, is a member of the Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods, Inc.,
and its members represent Eliot on other committees.

Eliot Board

Co-Chair - Allan Rudwick - arudwick@gmail.com 503-703-3910
Co-Chair - Jimmy Wilson - jwilsonassoc@yahoo.com 503-740-5923
Recorder - Laura Schuchardt - laura.schuchardt@gmail.com

Treasurer - Jennifer Wilcox - Jennifer.wilcox@cascadiabhc.com
Lead Community Outreach - Shireen Hasan McFarlane - shihas_2005@yahoo.com

Vice Community Outreach - Eric McFarlane - outreach@eliotneighborhood.org
Editor - Elliott Armstrong elliottarmstrong@gmail.com 503-890-8931

Land Use and Transportation Committee
e  LUTC Chair - Brad Baker - bradmbak@&gmail.com 415-385-0875
e  LUTC Vice Chair - Allan Rudwick - arudwick@gmail.com 503-703-3910

e Recorder - Jason Cohen
e  Mike Warwick - mike@b-prop.com 503-329-5414
e At Large Members -Andrew Champion, James Casey McGuirk, Will Svindland

Committees:
e NECN Rep - Jimmy Wilson - jwilsonassoc@yahoo.com 503-740-5923
e Livability Team Chair - Jody Guth - jodyguth@gmail.com 971-320-8594

Eliot Monthly Meetings

Meetings of the Eliot Neighborhood Association are held on the third Monday of
each month at 7:00 pm St. Philip the Deacon Church, 120 NE Knott Street (due
to COVID-19 mandatory guidelines, check agenda online for Virtual Meeting
information at https://eliotneighborhood.org/category/meeting-agenda/ ). It’s a
great opportunity to meet your neighbors, stay informed, help build a stronger
community, and have input into city decisions that may effect you.

All meetings are open to the public. All meetings are currently held via ZOOM.
Zoom meeting link can be found at EliotNeighborhood.org/category/agenda

Land Use Meeting -February 14th, 7:00-8:30pm
Neighborhood Meeting - February 21st, 7:00-8:30pm
Land Use Meeting - March 14th, 7:00-8:30pm
Neighborhood Meeting - March 21st, 7:00-8:30pm
Land Use Meeting - April 11th, 7:00-8:30pm
Neighborhood Meeting - April 18th, 7:00-8:30pm
For agendas and more information, see www.eliotneighborhood.org

Eliot News

Eliot News is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighborhood Association.
It is mailed free of charge to every address in the neighborhood. It does not
have an ISBN or ISSN.

eEditor and Layout - Elliott Armstrong - elliottarmstrong@gmail 503-890-8931
eBusiness Bulk Delivery - Susan Bailey baileywick97212@msn.com 503-284-7010

Rights to articles are retained by the author. Opinions of the authors do not
necessarily reflect the official positions of the Eliot Neighborhood Association.
Letters to the editor, suggestions or comments: news@eliotneighborhood.org

ELIOT NEWS AD RATES

The Eliot News has a circulation of about 3,700 and is mailed quarterly to all of the
homes and businesses in the Eliot neighborhood.
Ad deadlines are 3/8, 6/8, 9/8, and 12/8.

Category Size 1x 2x 3x 4x

1/16 Page 4.9”Wx1.8" H $42 $76 $104 $126
1/8 Page 4.9” W x3.8” H $84 $152 $208 $252
1/4 Page 4.9"Wx7.8"H $168 $305 $416  $504
1/2 Page 10" W x7.8" H $355 $645 $880 $1,067
Full Page 10” W x 15.8” H $710 $1,291 $1,760 S2,134

Printed on recycled paper

Website: eliotneighborhoood.org ¢ E:@EliotNeighborhd
H Eliot Neighborhood ¢ [? : eliotneighborhood

Letter from the Editor

By Elliott Armstrong

y name is Elliott, and I am

the new editor of the Eliot
News. I am not related to
the Oregon pioneer Rev. Thomas L.
Eliot, for whom this neighborhood
was named. However, I am a native
of Oregon and I’ve been a resident of
Eliot for some 15 years. My back-
ground is in small business and men-
tal health, both as a consumer and
professional. I’'m fairly convinced
that this country is mired within a
mental health crisis so I’d like to pre-
sent stories in future issues of the
newsletter about the journeys, hopes,
challenges, and things happening
within the Eliot community and be-
yond that are improving people’s
lives from a mental health standpoint.
And of course we’re all interested in
reading about ideas, events, and activ-
ities that affect our community in oth-
er ways as well, so I'm reaching out
to our readers for any and all news
and updates about our neighborhood.

Please forward all submissions to:
elliottarmstrong@gmail.com

Previous issues of the Eliot News are
available online at: https://
eliotneighborhood.org/association/
eliot-news-newsletter/eliot-news-
2010-present/ In particular, the issues
of the newsletter published during the
pandemic give us a certain perspec-
tive on the reality of living during
these extraordinary times.

Historians note the role of our neigh-
borhood’s namesake, Rev. Thomas L.
Eliot, in creating and shaping the edu-
cational, cultural, and civic landscape
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of Portland. In 1867, he became min-
ister of Portland’s first Unitarian
church. He’s best known for founding
Reed College. His work included
ministry to orphans, the poor, and the
mentally ill. He championed public
schools, the public library, and wom-
en’s right to vote as well as founding
the Oregon Humane Society and the
Boys and Girls Aid Society. Rev. Eli-
ot helped develop a socially healthy
community in Portland that we can
continue to expand in the present day.
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Price

325 NE Graham St, #10 3 2 1769  $465,000
207 NE Monroe St 2.1 2548  $869,900
Pending Listings

6 NE Monroe St 3 1.1 1364  $459,900
3115 NE 7th Ave 2 2.1 1616  $540,000
616 NE Morris St 4 3.1 3497  $645,000
506 NE Sacramento St 3 3.1 1853 $685,000
3385 NE 7th Ave 4 3.1 2787  $800,000
Sold Listings

630 NE Monroe St 1 1 508 $270,000
75 NE Graham St 4 4.1 2643  $670,000
121 NE Hancock St 4 3 3020  $725,000
431 NE Cook St 3 2.1 1518  $502,000

DANA AUSTIN
503-793-0782

Dana.austin@cascadesir.com
www.danaaustinhomes.com

KIRSTEN SESSIONS
503-515-6633

kirsten@homesinpdx.com
www.HomesInPDX.com

Cascade | Sotheby’s
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Letter from the Co-Chairs

By Allan Rudwick and Jimmy Wilson

nother year in the books.

2021 came with a hope for

ending a pandemic and
ended with a sense that we are go-
ing to have to live with the virus,
and there is no end in sight. For
the Eliot Neighborhood Associa-
tion, that has meant virtual meet-
ings for most of the year but also
hosting physical events in Dawson
Park because the City wasn’t
ready to. As we go into 2022, we
think the Eliot Board is as strong
as we have seen it with returning
members having bonded over the

successful concert series and a
number of new excited members
joining us.

We have several grant applica-
tions outstanding for the first time
in memory. Board Members have
been asking for money to help
solve problems and we are finally
trying to go out and find it instead
of just talking. We have recently
been reminded that our bylaws ask
us to take a major role in improv-
ing our neighborhood, and we are
starting to take those instructions
more seriously.

(ELECTIONS, from page 1)

single nominees during the May pri-
mary, while independent candidates
will go directly to the November bal-
lot. Wyden was first elected to the
U.S. Senate in 1996. During the
2016 election, he was reelected with
a wide majority. While there are a
variety of candidates lining up to
run, it will be difficult for anyone
without Wyden’s name recognition
to compete.

We’ll also see several elections for
state-level judges on the November
ballot. Most Oregon judicial races
involve incumbents: the governor
appoints a judge whenever a mid-
term opening occurs, so voters al-
most always approve an existing
judge to continue sitting on the
bench. The details on at least one
judicial race are still a little fuzzy as
of the time of writing this article,
however. Oregon Supreme Court
Judge Lynn Nakamoto’s term was
originally scheduled to end in 2022,
after the upcoming election. Naka-
moto announced last fall that she
would retire effective December 31,
2021. As a result, Brown will ap-
point a replacement, who will then
likely run for election in 2022. Naka-
moto was originally appointed in
2015 by Brown and became the first
Asian Pacific American to serve on
the Oregon Supreme Court.

Three judges on the Oregon Court of
Appeals will also stand for reelection
in 2022: Darleen Ortega (initially
appointed in 2003), Scott A. Shorr
(initially appointed in 2015), and
Roger J. DeHoog (also appointed in
2015, to fill Nakamoto’s seat when
she moved to the Supreme Court
bench). All judicial elections are non
-partisan.

Metro Elections

Metro is a unique governmental
body: it’s the only directly elected
regional metropolitan planning body
in the country. It covers portions of
Multnomah, Washington, and Clack-
amas Counties. Among other respon-
sibilities, Metro commissioners over-
see certain parks and public spaces,
land use and transportation planning,
and solid waste disposal. Despite the
similarities in the name, however,
Metro does not oversee Trimet —
that agency is managed by a board of
directors appointed by the Governor.
Each Metro councilor is elected to
represent a specific district, which
were redrawn in 2021, along with all
the other district boundaries set
based on population. Eliot remains in

Metro District 5, overseen by Mary
Nolan. Nolan is not up for reelection
this cycle. However, Metro’s presi-
dent is elected at-large and that posi-
tion will be on the ballot. Incumbent
Lynn Peterson is running for reelec-
tion. Peterson’s work has focused on
creating affordable housing in Port-
land, as well as creating funding for
supportive housing services. Metro’s
auditor, Brian Evans, is also up for
reelection. Evans has been a princi-
pal management auditor with Metro
since 2008 and was elected in 2014
and reelected in 2018 with no oppo-
sition either time. While we won’t be
electing a district councilor this go
around, pay attention to the rest of
the Metro races. There are four seats
up for grabs, so the council’s
makeup is very likely to change.

Multnomah County Elections

Just like other elected bodies,
Multnomah County’s districts for
electing commissioners shifted due
to the 2020 census. The Eliot neigh-
borhood remains in District 2, the
borders of which have contracted
slightly. Our commissioner, Susheela
Jayapal, is up for reelection. At the
time this article was written, no other
candidates had registered to run for
the office. Since her election in
2019, Jayapal has focused on issues
ranging from reducing diesel emis-
sions to responding to domestic vio-
lence.

The Multnomah County Chair race is
one of the hotter local races so far in
this election cycle.

The current chair, Deborah Kafoury,
is term-limited and unable to run
again. There are at least five candi-
dates running (including every cur-
rent Multnomah County commis-
sioner except for Jayapal). If one of
the current commissioners is elected
chair, the Multnomah County Com-
mission will then likely appoint a
replacement to the new chair’s for-
mer position, as well as schedule an
election for the empty seat in 2023.
The appointed replacement will
serve until the election and have the
option of running for election.

Mike Reese, the current Multnomah
County Sheriff, is also term-limited.
While the sheriff’s office handles
law enforcement duties for unincor-
porated Multnomah County (as well
as by contract for some municipali-
ties in the county), the majority of
staff of the sheriff’s office work in
incarceration, managing two facili-
ties in Portland. Health workers at
both facilities have raised concerns

about the handling of COVID, in-
cluding reporting county jail staff
failing to wear masks at work. As all
candidates running for the sheriff’s
office currently work in the depart-
ment, there is some concern that
none of the current candidates will
push for significant reforms, espe-
cially around health protocols.

Additionally, we’ll see  the
Multnomah County Auditor on our
ballots. Incumbent Jennifer McGuirk
is running for reelection. While she
faced significant opposition when
she first ran for the position in 2018,
no other candidates have declared for
2022 at the time this article was writ-
ten. Four judges on the Multnomah
County Circuit Court are also up for
reelection. Eric L. Dahlin, Jenna R.
Plank, Leslie G. Bottomly, and Pat-
rick W. Henry will likely run unop-
posed for their seats — while oppos-
ing candidates do occasionally run
against sitting judges in Multnomah
County, it’s rare.

City Elections

Two seats on the Portland City Com-
mission are up for election this year,
and in both cases, the incumbent is
running. Jo Ann Hardesty and Dan
Ryan are both running to stay in of-
fice. If it seems like Ryan was just
on your ballot, well, you’re right —
Ryan was elected in 2020 to fulfill
the remainder of Commissioner Nick
Fish’s term. Fish resigned due to
health issues on December 31st,
2021, and passed away two days lat-
er. Ryan is running for a full term
this time. There’s potential for a sig-
nificant change in how Portland’s
city government and elections work
after the 2022 election. In 2021, the
City Charter Review Commission
started the process of updating the
city’s laws surrounding the type of
government used to lead the city.
We’ll likely see measures related to
the city charter on the November
ballot.

While the City Auditor’s office is on
the ballot this year, no candidates
had filed to run when this article was
written. The current City Auditor,
Mary Hull Caballero, has announced
that she will not be running for
reelection, telling her staff in an
email that she’s achieved the majori-
ty of the work she set out to do. Hull
Caballero’s term as auditor has been
beset by disputes with the Portland
City Commission — the governing
body the City Auditor is responsible
for holding accountable, but also the
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governing body that controls the City
Auditor’s budget and ability to bring
in outside council. A key example is
Hull Caballero’s efforts to hold elec-
tion candidates to donation caps set
by Portland voters. When Mayor Ted
Wheeler donated $150,000 to his
own 2020 campaign in violation of a
$5,000 cap of self-financing, the City
Auditor was unable and ill-equipped
to enforce the law.

Other District-Based Elections

There are a number of electoral dis-
tricts that don’t correlate directly to
the various governmental boundaries
we live within. Our U.S. Congres-
sional Representative, Earl Blumen-
auer, represents a chunk of
Multnomah County (including most
of Portland east of the Willamette
River, Gresham, and Troutdale) as
well as part of Clackamas County.
As congressional representatives are
elected on a two-year cycle, Blumen-
auer is running for reelection — for
the 14th time since taking office as
the representative for Oregon’s 3rd
Congressional District in  1996.
While there are numerous other can-
didates also running, it’s unlikely
we’ll see much change: Blumenauer
has received at least 70% of votes in
every election he’s stood in since
2002.

Eliot lies in Oregon Senate District
22 and Oregon House District 43.
Our state senator, Lew Frederick,
won’t face reelection until 2024, but
our house representative, Tawna
Sanchez, is running for reelection in
2022. Sanchez is the first Native
American to represent Portland in
the state legislature and works at the
Native American Youth and Family
Center here in Portland as well. As
the representative for North and
Northeast Portland, Sanchez has pri-
oritized legislation on human ser-
vices, including addiction treatment.

If you’re registered as a member of
the Democratic or Republican par-
ties, you’ll also have an opportunity
to elect precinct committee persons,
the precinct-level representatives of
each party. Any voter registered with
their respective party can run for a
PCP position. PCPs serve for two
years and do not face term limits.
Most precincts rarely elect the full
number of PCPs they may be eligible
for. Eliot addresses mostly fall in
Precincts 4302 and 4310.

8015 SW Hunziker St.
Tigard, OR 97223
(503) 520-9991 ext.7618



(DEBATE, from page 1)

people there, but they were a high per-
centage of the population because
there was really nowhere else for them
to go.” He was referring to the fact that
Black people in Portland had already
been segregated in the redlined area of
Albina even before Vanport was built.

The flood displaced 18,500 people,
including 6,300 Black residents. After
the disaster, thousands of residents
lived in temporary trailers on industri-
al land on Swan Island. The formation
of the Black community in the Albina
district was formed by segregation
policy, migration labor needed for
World War 11, and finally, the flood of
Vanport.

As the Eliot neighborhood within the
Albina district continued to grow, it
saw a new trend in its growth. Black
Americans would move in as white
Americans moved to the suburbs.
Neighborhoods within its Black com-
munity saw a new round of communi-
ty disinvestment including a neglect of
public services and funding for things
like schools, buildings, streets, gar-
bage collection, transportation, and
park maintenance. Parts of North Port-
land had become a largely segregated
collection of neighborhoods for many
Black Portlanders. A 1967 documen-
tary by local KGW, Albina: Ghetto of
the Mind, details the cycles of disin-
vestment.

Redlining, the process of denying
loans to people who lived in certain
areas, like it had before, continued to
flourish in Portland in the 1970s and
80s. Discriminatory structural and
predatory lending policies made op-
portunities of home ownership and

Renting our facility
supports our grassroots
education and public
access cable broadcast.
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continuing that challenging for Black
Americans. Loans to fix up or main-
tain properties weren’t available to
some people. In 1990, The Orego-
nian published a series called Blue-
print for a Slum that detailed the lack
of mortgage lending in North and in-
ner-Northeast Portland. The series re-
vealed that banks set minimum mort-
gage amounts that effectively redlined
huge portions of the city.

A 2017 film, Priced Out, by Portland
filmmaker Cornelius Swart, depicts
the drastic change Portland has seen in
the last two decades. It describes gen-
trification and how it’s driven a once
largely Black community out into the
outskirts of Portland and beyond be-
cause of the increase in rent and prop-
erty values. It distinguishes gentrifica-
tion, revitalization, and a housing cri-
sis while giving a deeper context to the
history of the neighborhood. The film
is a sequel to the 2002 documentary
NorthEast Passage: The Inner City
and the American Dream.

On Martin Luther King Day Jr. Day,
2021, two days before President Don-
ald Trump left office, the Trump ad-
ministration released the /776 Report.
Like arguments for preserving monu-
ments of war figures in the South, it
contended that slavery was not a
uniquely American evil and that the
institution be seen in a much broader
perspective; that it had been more the
rule than the exception throughout
human history. The report was in part
a response to the New York Times
1619 Project released two years earli-
er on America’s deep roots in slavery,
racial injustice, and systematic racism.

The 1776 Report reads that “despite
the virtues and accomplishments of
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this nation, many students are now
taught in school to hate their own
country, and to believe that the men
and women who built it were not he-
roes, but rather villains. This radical-
ized view of American history lacks
perspective, obscures virtues, twists
motives, ignores or distorts facts, and
magnifies flaws, resulting in the truth
being concealed and history disfig-
ured. Failing to identify, challenge,
and correct this distorted perspective
could fray and ultimately erase the
bonds that knit our country and culture
together.”

The 1776 Report was retired after the
Biden Administration took office and
was a response to the 1619 Project and
the nationwide protests to the George
Floyd killing. The 1619 Project, by
Nikole Hannah-Jones, contends that
America’s beginnings started not with
the Declaration of Independence in
1776, but with the original arrival of
African slaves in 1619. The essay crit-
icizes the way American history is
taught in schools by asserting that the
country talked about liberty and equal-
ity at a time when hundreds of thou-
sands of African slaves were not free
or equal when the original 13 states
declared independence from the Brit-
ish.

Members of the present-day Project
1619, who have been educating people
on the history on the arrival of Ameri-
ca’s first Africans said this: “It was in
August of 1619 that a ship landed in
Virginia. It would be the gateway to
246 years of bondage, 100 years of
Jim Crow, segregation, denial of Civil
Rights, unfair housing, redlining, lack
of equal education, unfair employment
practices, police profiling and unfair
incarceration policies. From 1619, our

ancestors, and for the past 401 years,
black and brown people, have suffered
the indignity of racial injustice be-
cause of the color of their skin. We
have gone from whippings, torture,
mutilations, hangings, beatings, water
hosed and bitten by dogs— ALL LE-
GAL. Silence is complicity. We en-
courage you to step up, speak up,
stand up, and kneel for social and ra-
cial justice in America.”

What is clear in the opposing reports
is what has become a debate over criti-
cal race theory. Those opposed to it
say that America is not a racist coun-
try and teaching that in schools is
wrong. Governor Ron DeSantis of
Florida contends that the theory teach-
es kids to hate our country and to hate
each other. “It is state-sanctioned rac-
ism and has no place in Florida
schools,” he said. Eleven states have
banned critical race theory from being
taught in their schools.

Speaking at a conference held by the
Faith and Freedom Coalition, former
Vice President Mike Pence said that
“critical race theory is racism.” Sena-
tor Ted Cruz, at the same gathering,
compared the theory to the Ku Klux
Klan saying the curriculum is “every
bit as racist” as the white supremacist
hate group. “Critical race theory says
every white person is a racist,” he
said.

From 2012 to 2019, critical race theo-
ry was mentioned on Fox News four
times. From June 2020 to May 2021, it
was mentioned in 150 broadcasts. By
July this last year, it was in 250 shows
largely as part of the coverage of the
murder of George Floyd and the pro-
tests that followed. So, what exactly is

(See DEBATE page 5)
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(DEBATE, from page 4)

critical race theory? The theory argues
that racism is systemic and embedded
in the country’s institutions and more
than just individual prejudices and
discrimination. =~ The debate about
whether to teach it or not has appeared
from almost nowhere in statehouses,
school boards, and political gather-
ings.

Oddly enough, critical race theory
hasn’t ever been taught in K-12 public
schools. It’s typically only taught in
law schools, in studies of how race
impacts laws, public policy, and civil
rights. But what seems to have hap-
pened is that some people think
“critical race theory” is just a secret
phrase for how we teach our history
with race and whether systematic rac-
ism exists within the foundations of
America. I for one must ask why poli-
ticians and parents are so afraid of
teaching America’s history.

Artist Jonathan Harris struck a nerve
with his painting “Critical Race Theo-
ry” which depicts a white male rolling
white paint over images of Martin Lu-
ther King, Harriet Tubman, and Mal-
colm X. This depiction is one of re-
moving history from the classroom.
Describing his painting, Harris said,
“the road in the background represents
the road that African Americans have
had to travel just to get this far, only to
have our histories — our stories — po-
tentially erased.” “There have already
been schools removing race teachings,
even as the debate goes on,” he said.
“l believe that removing teaching
about this country’s history is a beast
that will never be full.”

Here are a few films for context. /3th
by filmmaker Ava DuVernay explores
the history of racial inequality in the
United States, focusing on the fact that
the nation’s prisons are disproportion-
ally filled with Black Americans. The
film approaches issues of convict leas-
ing, disenfranchisement, lynchings,
Jim Crow, the war on drugs, and the
prison-industrial complex. During the
George Floyd protests, it saw a surge
in viewership of 4,665 percent.

Slavery by Another Name details a
chapter in American history when tens
of thousands of Black Americans were
arrested after the Civil War and into
the dawn of World War II. They were
hit with lucrative fines and charged
with the costs of their own arrests for
frivolous crimes like loitering. With
no means to pay these debts, prisoners
were sold as forced laborers to coal

mines, lumber camps, brickyards, rail-
roads, quarries, and farm plantations.

It’s well worth noting what was in
Oregon before Christopher Columbus
set foot in the Americas. OPB pro-
duced a film, Broken Treaties, that
documented the history and conveyed
the future of Native tribes in Oregon.
It details the Indigenous history of the
area, notably of the Cowlitz and
Clackamas tribes in what is now the
Eliot neighborhood including the bro-
ken treaties and massacres. Oregon is
now one of the first states to recognize
Indigenous People’s Day instead of
Columbus Day, the latter being offen-
sive to many Native Americans.

I watched Alex Haley’s Roots in
fourth grade. In eighth grade, as edi-
tor of my school newspaper in a high-
ly white community, led an effort to
declare our school a Racism Free
Zone. 1 don’t think there is anything
wrong with being aware of the truth,
including that 49 of the 64 founding
fathers were slave owners. Denying
the consequences of racism is compli-
ance with its history.

The United States has a race issue and
in Oregon and in our small community
of Eliot, we have our own history. Is
acknowledging the history of oppres-
sion and its social, economic, political,
and cultural consequences a statement
of hating our country? At what point
should children be exposed to the real-
ity of racisms history and effect on our
country? Should they be oblivious or
ignorant? Maybe through honesty,
knowledge, and unity, more oppor-
tunity is on the horizon.

I’m not sure excluding the history of
racism is healthy for another genera-
tion let alone for the generations who
have lived it or the ones who will con-
tinue to be affected by its consequenc-
es. Isn’t denial the crux of our political
divide already? Is our history so
shameful that we want to ban people
from learning it?

Large Parcels of Underutilized Land

By Brad Baker

ties that are holding underdevel-

oped land that is preventing the
neighborhood from thriving. Think of
the barely used parking lots along
Broadway, Legacy’s grassy fields, or
the empty lots along MLK. This land
is not contributing to housing, com-
mercial or retail space, or parks, the
lifeblood of the neighborhood.

Our property tax system levies taxes
based on the assessed value of a prop-
erty. This means taxes are levied
based on the value of the land AND
the value of whatever has been built
on that land. So if you have an unde-
veloped or underdeveloped piece of
land, it is relatively inexpensive to
hold on to it and wait until it goes up
in value to sell or develop it, which is

In Eliot, there are many large enti-

also known as speculation.

On top of that, Measures 50 and 5
benchmarked property taxes in our
area to approximately 1990s prices,
when the property values were much
lower here relative to the rest of the
city. As demand for our neighborhood
has dramatically increased, property
taxes have not increased nearly as
quickly. Again, this means it is cheap
to hold land here compared to other
places in the city.

So who are some of the worst offend-
ers of holding on to underutilized land
like parking lots and vacant land?

From my view, one of the worst of-
fenders is OB Portland Properties II
LLC, the owner of Toyota of Port-
land. They own several blocks of

Dining and Drinking in Eliot

Breakfast/Coffee/Cafés
Compass Coffee Roasting
Dawn Patrol Coffee

Le Bontemps Café and Catering
Little Gotham Coffee

Pine State Biscuits

Soul Lift Cacao

Tiny’s Café

TwentySix Café
Bars/Taverns

Bill Ray’s Dive
Cartside Tap House
Cliff’s PDX

Ex Novo
Labrewatory

Sloan’s Tavern

Waypost

Whey Bar

White Eagle Saloon
Groceries and Markets
Chuck’s Market, J&S Grocery
Jerusalem Rose Market

Knott St Grocery

Merkato Ethiopian Food Store
New Seasons Market

Shop N Go Mini Mart
Lunch/Dinner/Food Carts

Back Porch Provisions
Better Half PDX
Izakaya Kichinto
Jerusalem Rose Market
Killer Burger

Ko Sisters Seoul Food
Let’s Roll Sushi PDX
Lottie and Zula’s
Monkey Thai

Mumbo Gumbo PDX
(0).4

Pastas

The People’s Pig

Pepe Chile Taqueria & Catering
Pocket Pub

Popeye’s

PP Thai Food Cart

Queen of Sheba

Shwarma Express
Sizzle Pie

Smokin Fire Fish
Sparky’s Pizza
Tamale Boy

Thai MLK
Yaba Yabaa Mediterranean

3290 N Vancouver

670 N Russell
2716 NE MLK Jr.
722 N Page St
125 NE Schuyler
2601 NE MLK Jr.
2031 NE MLK Jr.
2723 NE 7th

2210 NE MLK Jr.
1825 N Williams
128 NE Russell
2326 N Flint
670 N Russell

36 N Russell

3120 N Williams
2225 NE MLK Jr.
836 N Russell

2415 N Williams
2948 NE MLK Jr.
2709 N 7th

2605 NE MLK Jr.
3445 N Williams
2858 N Williams

1825 N Williams
25 NE Fremont
102 NE Russell
2948 NE MLK Jr.
325 NE Russell
1825 N Williams
1825 N Williams
120 NE Russell

3441 N Vancouver

1825 N Williams
2225 NE MLK Jr.

3441 N Vancouver

3217 N Williams

3441 N Vancouver
2719 NE 7th Ave

3120 NE MLK Jr.
1825 N Williams
2413 NE MLK Jr.
1825 N Williams
125 NE Schuyler
668 N Russell

2434 NE MLK Jr.
668 N Russell

2222 OR 99E (MLK)

1825 N Williams

(888) 723-2007
(971) 271-8151
(503) 327-8162

(503) 719-5357
(503)719-7519
(503) 467-4199
(503) 284-6033

(503) 287-7254
(503) 327-8234
(503) 327-8234
(503) 894-8251
(971) 271-8151

(503) 287-2262

(503) 367-3182
(503) 284-3366
(503) 282-6810

(503) 281-6269

(503) 284-7490
(503) 331-9283
(503) 528-2888
(971) 506-5875

(503) 523-9212
(971) 347-3152
(971) 255-0169
(503) 805-2963
(503) 477-6881
(503) 267-3918
(503) 716-0126
(503) 333-6923
(469) 922-9751
(503) 999-0819
(503) 284-3366
(503) 832-8197

(503) 282-2800
(503) 281-3340
(503) 287-3645
(503) 281-8455
(503) 896-8855
(503) 287-6302
(971) 312-9702
(503) 234-7437
(503) 432-8661
(503) 282-3000

(503) 477-6706
(971) 915-9246
(503) 754-8667

property along the Broadway corridor
that are being used for inventory stor-
age at best. Several of their properties
are unused parking lots. An update to
our tax system could encourage them
to sell or develop this land which
could make the Broadway corridor in
our neighborhood more vibrant.

Legacy Emanuel also holds lots of
underutilized land. The empty lots
and surface parking add little to the
neighborhood compared to if it were
housing or an active retail corridor
like N Williams just past Fremont.
Note: Legacy also receives special tax
treatment, so it is actually all of us
who are helping subsidize these emp-
ty lots.

What might a solution look like?

There are a couple potential ones.
Getting rid of Measures 50 and 5
would allow property to be taxed
closer to what it is actually worth.
There is also a strong case to be made
for taxing based only on the value of
the land rather than the land and de-
velopment on that land. Another
change could be a climate tax that is
levied on parking lots.

Any change is going to be hard to en-
act and the beneficiaries of the current
system will surely push back, but it
seems to me that our current tax sys-
tem is not leading to outcomes that
are in line with our neighborhood’s
values.
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(NATIVE GROVE, from page 1)

juggling, and ambient performance
throughout the space, educating visi-
tors about the natural wonders avail-
able right here in our community.
Stay tuned for the details coming
soon!

This Fall we received a new Garry
Oak tree from Friends of Trees
which was planted by Frank
Brislawn (of Prismagic!) and How-
ard Patterson, our Environmental
Manager. We gathered some oak
leaf litter with mycelium from a
Friend of Backyard Habitats to help
the new tree feel at home. Everyone
send good growth energy to the little
tree and trust that it will thrive in its
new role as the sovereign of the Oak
Woodland!

VAT s R

We will likely host a late winter
work party to refresh the
paths, reweave the willow dome,
plant some plants, replenish the bee
straws and release the mason bees!

As we head into our fourth year, it's
amazing to look back and see the
growth. Thank you to all our donors,
community partners, and patrons
who support us on Patreon. We
couldn't do this without you.

If you'd like to donate or adopt a
plant, visit our website for de-
tails: nativegrovepdx.org Follow us
on Facebook and Instagram to keep
up with all the upcoming events.
Join our mailing list by emailing us
at nativegrovepdx@gmail.com

Tree planting and nature collage. Photos courtesy of Andrine de la Rocha

Prism Moves in Eliot Neighborhood

By Ash Kondziela

rism Moves began in 2019 as

an LLC called Prism Fit. The

business was created to fill ser-
vice gaps in the fitness industry. The
fitness industry centers on white, thin,
cis, heteronormative individuals and
rarely makes room for those who do
not fit this description. Women, BI-
POC individuals, LGBTQ+ individu-
als, larger-bodied humans and those
who want to move their bodies for joy
instead of weight loss rarely have ac-
cess to fitness spaces that accommo-
date them and make them feel wel-
come. Prism Fit was created to be-
come such a fitness space.

As membership at Prism Fit grew, it
became apparent that not only was
this fitness space vital, it would not be
able to operate as a typical boutique
fitness gym. The communities that
Prism Fit attracted were the same
communities that experienced wage
gaps, meaning that the generally ac-
cepted gym fees of $165 a month and
up were not accessible. Prism Fit be-
gan offering sliding scale member-
ships and a once-a-week free BIPOC
class, but the need for these member-
ships started to exceed the operational
capacity of the business.

Dissolving the Prism Fit LLC and
creating the nonprofit Prism Moves
allows for the organization to expand
its free and sliding scale member-
ships, as well as to create additional
programs such as free youth and fami-
ly classes and continuing education
for Prism Moves coaches and individ-
uals interested in becoming fitness
instructors. Prism Moves believes that
fitness is for everyone and fosters in-
clusivity by constantly educating and
committing to reducing racism, sex-
ism, body shaming, and toxic fitness
industry norms. Prism Moves plans to
reach out to nonprofits that serve the
same communities and extend the in-
vitation for their employees and cli-
ents to join Prism Moves for the phys-
ical and mental health and wellness

benefits achieved through exercise
and community.

Our Lift and Move classes combine
cardiovascular exercise and weight-
lifting, similar to HIIT or Bootcamp
classes, and our Powerlifting and
Olympic Weightlifting classes focus
on strength and weightlifting. Our
classes are appropriate for all levels,
as we can adjust each workout to meet
you where you are comfortable. We
also offer Open Gym times, where
you can come into the gym on your
own and make up a class or do your
own workout.

We offer a Free Week Trial to any-
one that wants to try us out before
committing to our gym, accessible on
our website prismfitpdx.com. Masks
and proof of vaccination are required.
Prism Fit is a 501(c)(3 pending or-
ganization.

Photos courtesy of Ash Kondziela

Measure 50 limits and development fees
discourage housing in Eliot and Portland

By Allan Rudwick

y house value jumped an
estimated $79,000 in the
past year, but the assessed

value of the property only went up
$4000. Measure 50 is to blame,
keeping my property taxes assess-
ment at about 1/5 of its real market
value.

Property taxes in Oregon are gov-
erned by two measures that were
passed in the 1990s with Measure 5
capping property tax rates and at the
time lowering tax rates by an aver-
age of 51 percent. Measure 50 cut
tax rates another 11 percent and in-
troduced “assessed value growth
limits” which limit the percentage
increase in assessed values to 3%
unless improvements are made to a
property. Due to these limits, as-
sessed values on similar properties
in Eliot and across Portland vary
widely. Some similar properties are
paying over $8000 and others pay-
ing under $2000. These differences
can have drastic effects on how land
is utilized and even discourage im-
proving property for tax purposes.

New construction is only taxed at
the average rate of taxation for the
area for that type of structure. For
single houses that is 54% of real
market value. Large apartment
buildings are assessed at 35% of
their real market value. In Eliot,
there are many properties taxed at
about 10% of their values so these
new construction buildings are pay-
ing quite a bit more in taxes than
existing buildings pay.

The Measure 5 maximum tax rates
are .5% of real property value for
schools and 1% for all other govern-
ment levies. In Eliot, the assessed
rate caps from Measure 50 are the
limiting factor because assessed val-
ues are way out of step with real
market values. The total tax burden
that is levied is on the order of 2.6-
2.7%, which is compressed down to
1.5% if the assessed values matched
the real market values. One thing to
think about is that if all properties
were assessed at real market value,

the rate of taxation would go down
because the total assessed value of
the tax base (all properties total as-
sessed value) would go up tremen-
dously.

With the current rules and policies
in place, individual Eliot property
owners with particularly low tax
assessments know to avoid the
county assessor's attention com-
pletely. Pulling building permits,
subdividing property, and especially
redevelopment can reset property
assessments to a much higher level
than they are presently taxed at.

In addition to the discouraging im-
pact of low assessments keeping tax
bills low, construction costs and per-
mit costs are high. One reason is
that the city charges large fees (well
over $10,000 in some cases) on land
division, plan review, permits and
other services. Simplifying the re-
view processes and lowering the
fees accordingly would encourage
more projects to move ahead. My
guess is that seasoned staff know a
significant majority of the outcomes
for these applications when they are
submitted. I would hope that City
Staff could find ways to greatly
speed up the amount of time they
spend reviewing individual permits.
Permitting processes also takes time
to process. Processing time is cost-
ing the landowner through mortgage
payments and taxes on property that
is not generating revenue. This can
greatly increase the cost of a project
and speeding it up would be a great
service to all parties involved.

If we want to resolve the housing
emergency (which the city declared
in 2015), we need to take many
steps to encourage construction.
Portland should rethink its way of
raising revenue so that more hous-
ing is encouraged. We should also
make it faster and cheaper to ap-
prove permits so that more empty
spaces in our neighborhood will get
filled in. We can’t solve a housing
crisis without construction.

House A House B Multi-unit C 215 New Apartments
Market Value 631,110 513,520 1,026,500 74,602,420
Assessed Value 133,490 72,460 447,780 25,306,290
Taxes 3,410 1,851 11,312 646,502
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Meyer Memorial Trust Headquarters

U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) Leed Platinum v4 Designation
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 2020 Leadership Award
Daily Journal of Commerce Building Diversity Honoree 2021
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Event information may be out of date due to COVID-19 restrictions. Confirm details with event organizers.

Community Events  Entertainment ~ RecumingEvents

Land Use and Transportation Committee Civilian Studios Mondays - 11:00 am-12:30 pmHealthy Eating
LUTC) Meetin 2210 N Lewis Ave Class at Garlington Health Center
(LUTC) g
St Philip the Deacon 120 NE Knott St 503-476-2716 - 7-9 pm reading group at Black Hat &+
(for virtual meeting info see agenda at https:// Books
eliotneighborhood.org/category/meeting-agenda/ ) "
7:00pm 2nd Monday of each month Fisk Gallery , Tuesdays  -4-5 pm Book Club Garlington
3613 NE Martin Luther King Jr Bivd Health Center
Wednesday-Friday 12-6 - 5pm Labrewatory brewery tour,
Eliot Neighborhood Association Meeting Saturday and Sunday 12-4 ; 5?30 pm new berér releasrg
St Philip the Deacon 120 NE Knott St fiskgallery.com 661-733-3521 -6-8 pm live music at Labrewatory
(for virtual meeting info see agenda at https:// ) -7 om Trivia at The Wavpost
eliotneighborhood.org/category/meeting-agenda/ ) Open Signal P ypo
7:00pm 3rd Monday of each month 2766 NE MLK Jr Bivd
opensignalpdx.org 503-288-1515 Wednesdays - Karaoke at The Waypost
ZI&rghﬁaEs; tﬁialition of Neighborhoods PICA ik
VO 15 NE Hancock St Thursdays- - 11:30 am-12:30 pm Walking group
www.necoalition.org, 503.388.5004 Pica.org 503-242-1419 . ys at Garlington Healr’fh Center 9 grotp
Meetings: ZB{A _Irestg/al: tSept, 1 f6 - (?]ct. 3/rd i(_at?twebsﬂe for - 1:30-2:30 pm Music Meet Up at
+  Safety and Livability Meeting—6:30pm, 3rd elails about speciic snows/exnibits Garlington Health Center
Monday of month _ Union Knott Gallery -6-8pm .FIRST THl_JRSDAYS
% ¢ NECN Board Meetings—6:30pm, 3rd Tuesday 2808 NE MLK Jr Blvd, #2 Game night at Garlington Health
ofmonth _ _ 971-207-1231 By Appointment Certter
Community Police Relations Committee— _ .
5:30pm, 3rd Wednesday of month The Waypost Saturdays - - 2 pm Public Speaking class at
NECN Land Use Transportation Committee— 3120 N Williams Ave Black Hat Books
7:00pm, 4th Wednesday of morth thewaypost.com 503-367-3182 Sundays - -12:00-1:30 pm Refuge in the Park
White Eagle at Dawson Park 2926 N Williams
836 N Russell St @refugeportlanq on Facepook . &
mcmenamins.com/WhiteEagle - 5-8 pm Free jazz music at Billy
503-282-6810 Webb Elk’s Lodge
Wonder Ballroom Did we miss something?

128 NE Russell St

wonderballreom.com 503-284-8686 Email news@EliotNeighborhood.org

to submit something for the next edi-
tion
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